KS3 MUSIC CURRICULUM - OVERVIEW

Our music curriculum is built around the framework of the acronym MAD T-SHIRT (melody, articulation, dynamics, tempo, structure, harmony, instrumentation, rhythm,
and texture). Students will learn how to clearly define each of these musical elements, whilst also exploring how they are used in a range of genres. Throughout their
learning journey students will develop practical skills on a range of instruments (including voice and music technology) covering a variety of genres and styles from

around the world. In addition, students will learn how to read notation, including treble and bass clef, and instrument specific theory.

YEAR 7

YEAR 8

YEAR 9

TERM 1
MUSICAL LANGUAGE

During this term all students will learn
how music is constructed using our
acronym (MAD T-SHIRT).

Using a range of instruments (guitar,
piano, ukulele, drums/percussion)
students will develop skills in playing a
common chord progression, with an
accompanying melody and groove.

Through listening to a number of
popular songs, students will begin to
craft their own piece of music and
explain how they have used each of the
musical elements to do this.

Students will begin to explore key
signatures, the chromatic scale, and
common triads and arpeggios.

TERM 1
GENRE FOCUS - LATIN MUSIC

Students will explore the ‘Latin Music’ genre, and
consider the cultural and historical aspects of this
music in relation to its origins in Latin America,
Spain and Portugal.

From listening to a range of songs by a number of
artists of this genre students will learn the specific
sounds, instruments, key signatures, and
polyrhythms unique to Latin Music.

Exploration will focus on our musical acronym
(MAD T-SHIRT) and how each element is
specifically used in this genre.

Students will learn the triads, common chord
progressions, key signatures and scales used to
then create their own piece of Latin Music in small
groups.

TERM 1
SONGWRITING AND COMPOSITION

This term will focus on common methods
used in songcraft, songwriting, and
composition across a range of genres.

Through researching a number of
successful songwriters, students will learn
to compare and contrast the different
songwriting technigues used.

Students will consider the elements used
throughout a piece of music, and how the
music and lyrical themes complement
each other to create the overall texture of a
song. Attention will also be given to
specific key and time signatures, scales,
and dynamics used.

Working in small groups, students will
create their own song or piece of music
using the methods and skills learnt.




TERM 2
MUSIC FROM AROUND THE WORLD

This term will focus on traditional music
from the Seven Continents of the World.

Students will explore how music is
represented in different countries in four
specific ways; culture, religion, history,
and politics.

Through exploration of the 12 note
chromatic scale’ students will consider
the many different ways this can be
expressed, whilst also gaining an
appreciation for many of the traditional
instruments that are played.

Choosing a genre from a particular
country and continent, students will work
in groups to create a piece of music that
represents a specific culture.

TERM 2
THE MUSICAL COLLECTIVE

A musical collective is similar to a band,
with each member having a specific
instrument to play and role to fulfil.
However, in our musical collectives
students will explore a range of
instruments throughout the term.

Students will form collectives of 3-5
members, and through researching
popular artists and songs, they will learn
how to perform these as a ‘collective’. A
strong focus will be on working together,
appreciating what each instrument brings
to the overall sound, and how each
musical element (MAD T-SHIRT)
functions to create an overall cohesive
sound.

Students will be expected to write a piece
of evaluation or create a presentation to
describe their work (using MAD T-
SHIRT).

TERM 2
THE MUSICAL VIRTUOSO

Choosing from a list of
instruments including; guitar,
piano, ukulele, drums and
percussion students will learn the
practical music theory specific to
one instrument. Students will
learn how to:

e Confidently play a basic
progression and a
number of grooves

¢ Read instrument specific
notation (lead sheets,
chord charts, and the
stave)

¢ Understand the use of
crotchets, quavers, and
semi-quavers

e Learn how to confidently
perform a number of
songs on their chosen
instrument




TERM 3
SAMBA
Students will explore the rhythms of

Samba music, the origin of this
particular style and genre, and how it

has influenced music around the world.

Through continued exploration of our
musical acronym (MAD T-SHIRT)
students will specifically consider the
use of dynamics, rhythm,
instrumentation, and structure in this
musical style.

Samba uses a number of mnemonic

phrases that translate into polyrhythms.

Students will learn some of the most
common phrases uses in Samba, and
will learn how to create their own
through ensemble work.

TERM 3
GENRE FOCUS - POP AND ROCK

This term will focus on some of the most common
musical genres we hear in Western Music today,
specifically the ‘pop’ and ‘rock genres’.

Students will learn the typical chord structures,
key signatures, scales, and techniques popular
across these genres. Through both listening,
observing, and performing students will develop a
clear understanding and appreciation of how
popular music is created and arranged.

Attention will be given to the origins of specific
sub-genres of pop and rock including; blues,
heavy rock/metal, hip-hop, country, and folk.
Students will learn how to confidently play in one
of these genres on a chosen instrument, and be
able to read the relevant sheet music appropriate
to their instrument (lead sheets, chord charts,
notation)

TERM 3
NOTATION AND THEORY

Students will continue to develop their
understanding of notation and music
theory as it relates to their chosen
instrument. Focus will be given to learning
how to read and write the appropriate
notation.

Practically students will build upon their
knowledge of their instrument, how it is
articulated through exploring a range of
genres and compositions, and how
important individual creativity is in this
process.

The composition element will feature
highly in this term, requiring students to
develop in their understanding of how
music is arranged, and how this relates to
notation, and practical music theory.




EXTRA-CURRICULAR ACTIVITIES

We offer a variety of extra-curricular activities including our lunchtime clubs — Choir, Band/Orchestra,
and our after-school Songwriting Club.

Students also have access during agreed times (break and lunchtimes) to the music classroom and our three practice rooms to further their study and practice of
their instrument.

There are also opportunities to get involved in school performances throughout the year including our Christmas Concert in partnership with St. Michael’s Church,
and also our ‘End of Year Showcase Event’.

In addition to this, we have peripatetic teachers that visit each week to teach students in guitar, piano, drums, voice, strings and woodwind. This is arranged in
partnership with Central Bedfordshire’s Music Service, ‘Inspiring Music'.




