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Year 8  

Autumn Term 

Week 

1  

Week 2  Week 

3  

Week 

4  

Week5 Week 6  Week 

7  

Week 

8  

Week 9  Week 

10  

Week 

11 

Week 

12 

The Adventures of Sherlock Holmes 

Key Knowledge:  Scientific developments in the Victorian era; class and society in Victorian England; the detective genre; duality; periodicals 

Vocabulary:  to enlighten, deduction, detective scandal, periodical, introspective, dual nature, duality, observation, colonial, post-colonial 

Analytical Writing: 
Y7 + Using complex topic sentences to explore character; selecting/embedding quotations; using analytical sentences to explore (dual) meanings; using 

sentences to link ideas from one paragraph to another. 

Writing Mastery : clauses; subordinate clauses; sentence demarcation;  

Writing content includes: problem solved stories; love stories; action stories; fantasy quests; horror stories; poetic justice, Chekov’s gun; avoiding 
deus ex-machina,  description of Victorian / urban character / setting 
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Spring Term 

 

Week 

1  
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3  
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Week 
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Shakespeare  

The Tempest 

Key Knowledge:  The Elizabethan age of exploration; colonialism; nature / nurture; the form of a comedy; subplots; soliloquy and monologue; Italian 

city-states 
Vocabulary:  colonialism, to usurp, tempest, treason, callous, pathos, nurture, tragicomedy, sub-plot, patriarchy, consent, colonial, post-colonial 

Analytical Writing:  + Using complex topic sentences to explore character and theme; selecting/embedding quotations; using analytical sentences to 

explore (dual) meanings; using dramatic terminology accurately; memorising key knowledge.   
Writing Mastery : clauses; subordinate clauses; sentence demarcation;  

Writing content includes: description of a dual or usurped character, villain/victim or pastoral / island setting;   
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Summer term 

Week 

1  

Week 2  Week 

3  

Week 

4  

Week5 Week 6  Week 

7  

Week 

8  

Week 9  Week 

10  

Week 

11 

Week 

12 

Animal Farm Rhetoric 

Key Knowledge:  Allegory; Orwell’s life and times; the Russian 
Revolution; recurring imagery; irony and corruption 

Key Knowledge:  Aristotle; ethos, logos, pathos; links between Greek & 

Roman discourse of rhetoric and Renaissance/Shakespearean texts; how to 

write for performance and impact 

Vocabulary 

allegory, tyranny, tyrant, rebellion, hypocrisy, corruption, harvest, 

propaganda, cult of personality, treacherous; authorial intent 

Vocabulary 

Rhetoric; ethos, logos, pathos; viewpoint; perspective; effect; narrative 

voice; metaphor & figurative language; duality; antithesis; tricolon; 

rhetorical question. 

Analytical Writing:  using complex topic sentences to explore themes & 

concepts; selecting and embedding quotations; using analytical sentences to 

explore how writer’s choices create meaning; linking textual analysis to 

contextual analysis 

Applying Writing Mastery sentence knowledge: using sentence variety 

for impact in a performed speech. Focusing on the effect of writing using 

ethos, logos and pathos. 

Writing mastery: 

Description of a dystopian setting, creating an extended metaphor. 

Oracy:  

Write and perform a structured speech about a power imbalance you feel 

strongly about (inspired by themes in ‘Animal Farm’ 
 


