Fulbrook

Your School for Life

Year 9 Philosophy, Beliefs, and Ethics (PBE)

This year, our students will embark on a journey that not only deepens their understanding of
diverse religious and ethical perspectives but also prepares them for the challenges of essay-based
subjects, including GCSE Religious Studies. As part of this preparation, students will engage more
extensively with extended pieces of writing, honing their critical thinking and analytical skills. Our
curriculum explores a range of topics that foster intellectual growth and promote insightful
discussions. First, we delve into the teachings of Buddha, exploring Buddhist philosophy and its
influence on individuals and societies. Students will examine core Buddhist principles, such as the
Four Noble Truths and the Eightfold Path, and reflect on their relevance in our contemporary world.
In addition, we delve into the fascinating realms of religious and non-religious ethics, encouraging
students to consider ethical dilemmas from different perspectives and evaluate the guiding
principles that shape moral decision-making. Our curriculum also prompts students to critically
examine whether religions are the problem or the solution in today's complex world, fostering
critical thinking and encouraging nuanced understanding of the interplay between religion and
societal issues. Furthermore, students will investigate topics such as war and conflict, analysing the
role of religion and ethical considerations in these contexts. Additionally, we provide a
comprehensive study of Hinduism, serving as a prelude to further study at the GCSE level, should
students choose to pursue it. Through in-depth discussions, research projects, and extended writing
assignments, Year 9 students will develop their ability to articulate complex ideas and engage with a
wide range of philosophical and ethical concepts. Our PBE curriculum aims to equip students with
the necessary skills and knowledge to excel in GCSE Religious Studies and beyond, while fostering a
deep appreciation for the complexities of the human experience within the realm of Philosophy,
Beliefs, and Ethics.




