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Year 7 Year 8 Year 9 Performance Composition Critique and Wider Skills 

  9.8 o Can perform challenging pieces 

(Grade 2) with good fluency, 

accuracy and expression.  

o Can perform a separate part in 

an ensemble with sensitivity and 

awareness of the role.  

o Can sing with confidence, 

expression and consistently 

secure intonation.  

o Can play in a minimum of two 

different keys. 

o Can play major, minor and 7th 

chords with appropriate style, 

changing chord fluently. 

o Can sing and play 

(keys/guitar/bass/uke) at the 

same time. 

o Can compose challenging pieces 

using a variety of compositional 

devices.  

o Can compose for instruments and 

in different styles.  

o Can use notation (or 

commentary) to plan and revise 

ideas.  

o Can refine and improve 

compositional ideas.  

o May take a leading role, offering 

guidance to others. 

o Can recognise and describe 

dynamics, tempo, timbre, 

texture, structure and both 

rhythmic and melodic features.  

o Can critique their own and 

others’ work using accurate 
and extensive musical 

vocabulary.  

o Can work sensibly and 

effectively alongside other 

group members, taking musical 

risks and act with resilience to 

setbacks.  

o Can demonstrate appropriate 

audience/performer etiquette.  

 

 8.8 9.6 o Can perform demanding pieces 

(gr1) with a fair degree of 

fluency, accuracy and expression.  

o Can maintain a separate part in 

an ensemble with security and an 

ability to adjust to others.  

o Can sing with confidence as a 

soloist or as part of an ensemble 

using a fairly wide range of notes 

with reasonable consistency of 

intonation (beyond the range of 

an octave). 

o Can play major, minor and 7th 

chords and change accurately at 

the correct time.  

o Can compose pieces in different 

styles using rhythmic, melodic, 

harmonic, textural and structural 

devices more extensively. 

o Can use Noteflight software 

confidently to sequence complex 

ideas using traditional notation. 

o Can use Soundtrap to layer 

together complex ideas to 

produce a coherent composition.  

o Understand and use more 

complex performance directions 

(eg crescendo). 

o Can recognise and describe 

dynamics, tempo, timbre, 

texture and both rhythmic and 

melodic features and texture.  

o Can critique their own and 

others’ work using accurate 
and extensive musical 

vocabulary. 

o  Can work sensibly and 

effectively alongside other 

group members, taking musical 

risks and act with resilience to 

setbacks.  
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7.8 8.6 9.4 o Can perform more complex 

pieces with a reasonable degree 

of fluency, accuracy and 

expression.  

o Can maintain a separate part in 

an ensemble with security.  

o Can sing with some confidence 

as a soloist or confidently as part 

of an ensemble using a fairly wide 

range of notes with reasonable 

consistency of intonation. 

o Can form/play major, minor and 

7th chords, and also use some 

inversion positions, changing 

chord with some accuracy. 

o Can read tab for bass, guitar and 

ukulele. 

o Can compose pieces in different 

styles using rhythmic, melodic, 

structural and textural devices 

more extensively.  

o Can compose music that 

successfully uses chords 

o Can use Sibelius software 

confidently to sequence complex 

ideas. 

o Understand and use simple 

performance directions (eg 

forte). 

o Can recognise and describe 

dynamics, tempo, timbre, 

texture and rhythmic features.  

o Can critique their own and 

others’ work at a secure level, 

suggesting improvements, 

applying some musical 

vocabulary. 

o Can work sensibly and 

effectively alongside other 

group members, taking musical 

risks. 

7.6 8.4 9.2 o Can perform more 

straightforward pieces with 

some degree of fluency and 

accuracy.  

o Can maintain a separate part in 

an ensemble with only a little 

ability to adjust to others.  

o Can sing with confidence as part 

of an ensemble and maintain the 

tuning of most of the melodic 

line.  

o Can form/play major and minor 

chords, using some inversion 

positions.  

o Can read tab for bass, guitar and 

ukulele. 

o Can compose pieces using 

rhythmic, melodic and structure 

and a variety of instrumentation 

(include the use of ostinato 

and/or sequence). 

o Can manipulate texture to 

achieve variety. 

o Can use Soundtrap/Noteflight 

software to sequence more 

complex ideas. 

o Understand and use rests of 

minims, crotchets and quavers. 

o Can recognise and describe 

dynamics, tempo, timbre and 

texture.  

o Can critique their own and 

others’ work at a secure level, 

suggesting improvements. 

o Can work sensibly and 

effectively alongside other 

group members, using 

rehearsal time appropriately.  



KS3 Music Assessment Grid FULBROOK Your School for Life Faculty of Performance Arts  

7.4 8.2 9.0 o Can perform simple pieces with a 

reasonable degree of fluency and 

accuracy.  

o Can maintain a separate part in 

an ensemble with a fair degree of 

security.  

o Can sing confidently as part of an 

ensemble, following the shape of 

the melody.  

o Can form/play at least 3 major 

and minor chords successfully.  

o Can compose pieces using 

rhythmic and melodic ideas and 

a variety of instrumentation.  

o Can successfully combine 

different layers of texture.  

o Can use Soundtrap/Noteflight 

software to layer together simple 

ideas. 

o Understand and use note lengths 

of minims, crotchets and 

quavers. 

o Can recognise and describe 

dynamics, tempo and timbre.  

o Can critique their own and 

others’ work at a basic level. 
o Can work sensibly and 

effectively alongside other 

group members. 

7.2 8.0  o Can perform easier pieces with 

some degree of accuracy though 

not always fluently.  

o Can maintain a separate part in 

an ensemble with some lack of 

accuracy and stability.  

o Can sing as part of an ensemble 

using mostly accurate intonation.  

o Can form a series of two major 

chords with some 

inconsistencies.  

o Can compose simple rhythmic 

and melodic ideas and record 

them using some form of 

notation. 

o Compose a simple melody within 

a octave with a sense of 

structure. 

o Can recognise and describe 

dynamics and tempo.  

o Can critique their own and 

others’ work at a basic level. 
o Can work sensibly alongside 

other group members more 

independently, without 

constant support from teacher. 

7.0   o Can sustain a musical pulse and 

can repeat simple musical ideas 

on his/her own.  

o Can perform simple musical ideas 

in unison or two-part. 

o Your confidence as a singer is 

beginning to develop within an 

ensemble.  

o Can form a major triad.  

o Can improvise and compose 

simple musical ideas using basic 

musical elements. 

o Can recognise and describe 

basic contrasts in tempo and 

dynamics. 

o Can work sensibly alongside 

other group members, with 

some support from the 

teacher. 

 

Our faculty: All we see is sky for forever                     Aim high; Work hard; Be kind 


