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Fulbrook Middle School Homework 
Policy  

  
   
The Purpose of Homework  

  

1. For pupils, the purpose of homework is to empower them to become better learners by 

engaging them in the subjects they study.   

2. For teachers, homework should develop an understanding of the individual needs of 

pupils so that homework is meaningful and informs planning, teaching and learning for 

progress.  

3. For other staff and governors, assessment information will help inform an 

understanding of the current and potential pupil outcomes.  

4. For parents, assessment information will both inform them of their child’s attainment 

and allow them to understand how their child may maximise achievement.  

  

  

At Fulbrook, we believe that homework should support teaching, learning and pupil progress by 

supporting and extending the learning that takes place in the classroom during lesson time. 

Homework, therefore, should be set in accordance with the following guidelines:  

  

  

Key Stage 2 (Year 5 and 6)  

  

Pupils should expect to receive the following homework each week: English, Spelling, 

Punctuation and Grammar (SPAG), Maths, Arithmetic and Science.  These homework tasks 

should last approximately 20 minutes in duration and pupils will usually be given one week to 

complete.   In addition to these homework tasks, we request that that children read or are read 

to daily for 15 minutes.  In Year 6, as part of preparing pupils for their SATs, there will be an 

increase in the amount of homework set each week, in English and Maths.  

  

Key Stage 3 (Year 7 and 8)  

  

In preparation for the transition to Upper School, pupils should expect to receive the following 

homework each week: English, Maths, Science, French, History, Geography and Computing.  

Each homework task should last up to 30 minutes in duration and pupils will usually be given 

one week to complete it.   In addition to these homework tasks we request that children read at 

least three times a week for 20 minutes.  

  

 The Principles of Homework  

  

Homework should:  

1. Recognise and celebrate individual successes in order to encourage and motivate all 

pupils;  

2. Be based on specific learning outcomes/objectives and these should be clearly identified 

by the teacher and understood by the pupils;  
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3. Allow pupils to understand how homework can help them improve and support progress 

and so encourage them to become reflective learners who take more responsibility for 

their own learning;  

4. Allow teachers to plan for teaching and learning that meets the individual needs of all the 

pupils in and outside the classroom;  

5. Underpin teaching and learning in order to ensure progress for every child; 

6. Be accessible for parents and enable them to take an active and informed part in their  

child’s education;  

  

The Types of Homework  

  

At Fulbrook we acknowledge that homework will be undertaken in a range of different ways for 

different subjects. However, all homework should embrace the principles as outlined in this 

policy and, therefore, homework will be based upon the guidelines given within this policy. This 

could include (but is not limited to):  

1. Research to introduce or expand on a topic  

2. Learning key skills and keywords  

3. Extended writing tasks  

4. Extension of a task set in class  

5. Topic based tasks  

6. Revision in preparation for test/examination  

7. Preparation of revision materials  

  

The Leadership and Management of Homework  

  

The Senior Leadership Team (SLT) aims to use homework procedures and processes to drive 

whole school improvement by:  

1. Ensuring that all teachers know what is expected of them regarding the setting of 

homework.  

2. Helping teachers set well planned homework to support pupil progress.  

3. Monitoring that homework is being set and marked in accordance with homework 

guidelines and the school’s feedback policy.  

4. Monitoring the accuracy of the information provided to parents about their child’s 

attainment and progress.  

5. Tracking the attainment and progress of individual pupils and groups of pupils over time.  

6. Monitoring practice and taking appropriate actions.  

7. Using homework information when planning training and CPD.  

8. Comparing the progress made by different groups of pupils to ensure that no group is 

disadvantaged.  

9. Ensuring that there is enough flexibility in homework expectations so that individual 

departments can adopt processes that are most conducive to progress in their particular 

subject.  

10. Using assessment and monitoring to ensure that the curriculum meets the needs of 

pupils.  

11. Monitoring the role of Subject Leaders in ensuring good practice in relation to homework 

and a consistent approach across all lessons.  
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12. Ensuring that any pedagogical developments in relation to homework are implemented        

where appropriate.  

13. Ensuring provision and resources are made available for pupils requiring further support 

in completing homework.  

  

The Role of Subject Leaders  

  

With the support of the Senior Leadership Team as necessary, Subject Leaders will:  

1. Ensure that their team understand the homework requirements for their subject as well 

as the different ways in which teachers can assess pupils’ progress.  

2. Periodically monitor the homework of pupils in their subject through work scrutiny, 

Subject Development visits or otherwise.  

3. Ensure homework informs knowledge of pupil progress and raise any concerns with the 

Senior Leadership Team as appropriate.  

4. Ensure that all schemes of work allow for homework to become an integral part of 

teaching and learning.  

5. Ensure all teachers are involved in the moderation of work of other pupils so that 

consistent practice in assessment is maximised.  

6. Use information in relation to homework, in liaison with SLT where appropriate, to plan 

for or arrange intervention strategies.  

7. Monitor that homework is being set.  

  

  

The Role of Teachers  

  

All Teachers should:  

1. Set purposeful and meaningful tasks for homework.  

2. Differentiate homework tasks according to the needs of the individual student.  

3. Ensure that pupils understand tasks and have recorded them accurately in their 

planners.  

4. Encourage pupils to actively engage in homework and extended learning.  

5. Ensure that homework builds pupils’ motivation, confidence and self-esteem.  

6. Identify through homework, and support as necessary, those pupils at risk of 

underachievement.  

7. Ensure that the results of homework are used to inform planning for differentiation and 

challenge in lessons.  

8. Reward good progress as appropriate through the School’s reward system.  

9. Use information from Individual Provision Plans to inform the homework process.  

10. Ensure that opportunities to use homework to promote the development of literacy, 

numeracy and ICT skills in the pupils are embraced.  

11. Encourage pupils to take responsibility for their own learning through self/peer 

assessment, setting appropriate targets (with guidance) and asking for help and advice 

when necessary.  

12. Adopt creative approaches to homework in order to maximise student engagement in 

the assessment process.  

13. Share concerns or praise arising from homework information with the relevant form tutor 

or subject teacher as appropriate.  
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14. Ensure all pupils receive feedback on homework in accordance with the school’s 

feedback policy.  

  

The Role of the Form Tutor  

Form Tutors, with the support of Heads of Year, are expected to engage in appropriate 

conversations with pupils, teachers and parents in relation to homework.   All Form Tutors are 

responsible for ensuring the class planner is up to date.  They have a responsibility to help 

pupils and parents embrace the principles of homework as outlined in this policy.  

  

The Role of Pupils  

All pupils should:  

1. Record homework tasks set in lessons, seeking advice where necessary.  

2. Take responsibility for understanding and acting on both written and oral feedback given 

by their teachers or peers.  

3. Ensure that their entitlement to advice and guidance on how to improve their academic 

achievements are fulfilled.  

4. Complete all homework in accordance with deadlines set by teachers.  

5. Complete all homework tasks to the best of their ability, with due regard to presentation 

as well as content.  

6. Store tasks neatly, using an individual homework folder if appropriate.  

  

  

The Role of Parents/Carers  

  

All parents/carers should:  

  

1. Discuss with their child homework tasks that have been set on a daily basis.  

  

2. Liaise with the subject teacher or form tutor about any concerns regarding their child’s 

progress as identified through homework.  

  

3. Provide an environment, which is conducive and appropriate for study.  

  

4. Sign their child’s planner/homework diary on a weekly basis.  

  

5. Encourage their child to read regularly, taking an interest in what he/she is reading. 

Parents should hear their child read, whatever the child’s reading ability, as well as take 

the opportunity to read to/with their child as appropriate  

  


